
"There is no Frigate 
like a Book To take us 
Lands away" – Emily 
Dickinson
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“That's the thing about books. 
They let you travel without 
moving your feet...”
― Jhumpa Lahiri

“I do believe something very magical can happen 

when you read a good book.” ―J.K. Rowling
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“You think your pain and your heartbreak are 
unprecedented in the history of the world, but then you 
read. It was books that taught me that the things that 
tormented me most were the very things that connected 
me with all the people who were alive, who had ever been 
alive.” – James Baldwin



Dear A.P. English Literature Student,

You have elected to take a most exciting class in your senior year which

requires a great deal of dedication and effort.

Please read below for the summer reading assignments (Parts I-III) for

this course. Read the material carefully before beginning the
assignments. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to e-mail me.

Be sure to complete all the assignments prior to the first day of school.

Assignments in this class are only accepted on or before the due date,
and all work must be submitted by hard copy and through turnitin.com. If

you finish your work early over the summer, you are encouraged to e-mail
(mbloom_te@flatbush.org) your completed assignments where possible
to me.

By preparing in advance, you will enhance the possibility of achieving a
score of 4 or 5 on the A.P. Exam, as well as easing the burden of the

heavy reading necessary for this college level class. Don't forget that you
will have other responsibilities during the coming year, but not to the
exclusion of your obligations for this class!

The more you read, the better reader you will become.

Have a well-deserved rest and a great vacation!

Sincerely,

Mica Bloom

English Department Chair



Yes, assignments plural! Please note that it does not say “Summer
Reading Assignments,” as there is a lot of writing involved. First words
of AP Lit Wisdom: do not, do not, do not, DO NOT wait until the weekend
before school begins to start your work!
Remember, “To read without reflecting is like eating without digesting” -

Edmund Burke

PART I – Read How to Read Literature like a Professor

Thomas Foster’s excellent book How to Read Literature Like a
Professor is the first place to start. This is an exceptionally helpful
text as Foster focuses on literary essentials: literary models, motifs
and narrative de- vices, and major themes. Hopefully some of what
you read will be familiar to you, and some will be new, allowing you
to read your summer novels with fresh ideas. It is important that
you read this book first, as it will be of great help to you.

ENGLISH LITERATURE AND 
COMPOSITION 

SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS



Part II (a) : Read ONE of the following novels::

(b) : Write Your Essay –

Write a 2-3 page critical analysis using three of the techniques that Foster
details in the book How to Read Literature Like a Professor. Your essay
must include a strong, arguable thesis supported by adequate textual
evidence, and be at least 5-6 paragraphs in length (including an
introduction and conclusion). Avoid plot summary.

This assignment will be collected on the FIRST day of school; please note
that late assignments will be penalized 5 points for each day the
assignment is late. In other words, don’t be late!



Part III: Read Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
(please make sure you have a copy of
the book for the first few weeks of class)

Read and then complete the Mandala Project
*Adapted from Jerry Brown
(Examples at the end of this document)
What in the world is a "Mandala"?
A mandala is a self-reflective and
meaningful design made in the form of
a circle. These special drawings were
First created in Tibet over 2,000 years
ago. A simple definition of the mandala is
that it is a circular drawing made to represent the harmony and
wholeness of life or wholeness of a person. Tibetans used
mandalas for calming themselves and for thinking about the
meaning of life.

Today, people often create mandalas to form a representation of
who they are or what makes them whole. To make their mandala,
they begin by thinking of symbols that represent them. Several
examples of symbols include, but are not limited to a dove to
represent being at peace with their self, an open hand to
represent friendship, a rainbow to represent hope, a flute to
represent a love of music, or a tree to represent a love of nature.
The symbols that represent each person are carefully drawn inside
the mandala.

The shape of the mandala is a circle, because a circle is the most
simple and universal shape we find in the world around us. In
addition, because there is always a center, as you look at the circle
it exercises your mind and draws you into the center of yourself or
your topic.



Part III: Cont -

Using a character of your choice from Great Expectations, you will

explore both the outward (sun) and the inward (shadow) aspects

of their personality. The creation of a Sun/Shadow Mandala helps

you to think symbolically. The process of comparing a character or

an idea to archetypal symbols (an animal, a plant, an element,

etc.), drawing the symbols, and then posing reasons for your

choice leads you to a deeper understanding of the personality and

motivations of a person or character from literature.

Mandala’s are represented in a circle, where the sun personality is

on one half and the shadow is presented on the other half.

Around the outside of the circle, words are written to represent

the graphics you chose for the character.

Brainstorm as many examples of the following as you can in 5
minutes.
Animals Plants Colors Shapes Numbers Gems/minerals

Natural elements (any form of fire, air, earth, water)

Answer each of the following questions.  Look closely at the 
wording of the question.
What animal is my character most like?

What plant is my character most like?

What color is my character most like?

What shape is my character most like?

What number is my character most like?

What gem or mineral is my character most like?

What natural element is my character most like?



Part III: Cont -

The answers to those seven questions become the sun images for
your mandala.
Put your answers in the column 1 on the table below.
In column 2, write one or two words to describe the sun images.
After this column is completed you are ready to write your
sentences for the sun image.
Write a sentence for each of the specific sun symbols. You may
use the following core sentence as you think through the primary
reason for selection each of your images:

“He is most like the (sun image) because, like the (sun image), he
_________________”

EXAMPLES: She is most like poison oak because, like poison oak,
she is harmless until she is stepped on. Or He is most like a giraffe
because, like a giraffe, his vision extends beyond his reach.

After writing the sentences, it is time to move to the idea of
opposites, or the shadow images. The concept of shadow images
arises from considering the place of dualities in literature. Looking
at the quality you have ascribed to your animal images, fill in
column 3 with an antonym to your sun image in column 1.
Example: If your sun quality is intense such as a panther, your
shadow quality might be lethargic like a cow. In column 4 write
the word that best exhibits the quality of the image in column 3.
These are your shadow images.

Now write a sentence for each of your shadow images using the
following pattern: “Inwardly, he is like a (shadow image) because,
like the (shadow image), he ___________________________



Example Column 1

Sun image 

outward 

personality

Column 2

Words 

describing 

column 1

Column 3

Shadow 

image

inward 

personality

(Antonym 

for the word 

in column 1)

Column 4

Word 

describing 

column 3

Animal

Plant

Color

Shape

Number

Gem or 

Mineral

Natural 

element 

(earth, fire, 

water, air)

Draw a mandala – a circle that incorporates all the

sun/shadow objects in a pleasing, artistic, colorful design.

• Within the framework of the circle, using color and shape,
but no words, draw or symbolize all the sun and shadow
images of your character.

• Arrange them in any way you like.

• You may want to consider how you place things in relation
to each other or you may want to consider only the way
the colors and shapes look together.

• PLEASE NOTE - YOU MAY USE XEROXED IMAGES.

Part III: Cont -



Part III: Cont -
Frame the mandala with two sentences – Bordering the circle
are two sentences that include all the sun/shadow images.

• Write a single sentence using all of the character’s sun
images.

• See how you can weave all of these images together into
one coherent sentence.

• Then, weave the character’s shadow images into another
coherent sentence

• Write both of these sentences around the outside of your
mandala.

Write the fourteen sun/shadow explanatory sentence along
the sides of the mandala

• On the rest of the circle are the fourteen explanatory
sentences and your name, period, and date.

• There must not be any distracting errors in spelling,
punctuation, or grammar.

Write an essay of 40-500 words about the character
stemming from you mandala work

Then, select a passage as ”The Quote of the Book.” This
should be that one passage that captures the essence – the
true meaning – of the novel for you, the reader. In a well-
written paragraph, explain exactly HOW this passage is the
one perfect quote from the book. Think of this as the one
passage that you would absolutely want saved should your
book ever be lost or destroyed.





The only important thing in a 
book is the meaning that it has 
for you.
–W. Somerset Maugham


